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may be questioned whether their appearance has in any degree en- 
hanced the reputation of the author. 

It is probably true that they will be found on the shelves of most 
practitioners, and that they have served a certain purpose, but such 
facts are not proof that a work has any great or permanent value. 
The first edition was, in reality, little more than a digest of decisions 
on practice ; a better digest, of course, than an annotated code, be- 
cause the decisions, on the whole, were properly classified and care- 
fully selected, and many unimportant decisions which appear in an 
annotated code were eliminated; but still it was essentially a digest. 
It was not the needed work on practice. 

The characteristics of the first edition are not changed in the sec- 
ond, its only aim being to bring the work down to date by including 
decisions made since the first edition was published, and making such 
changes in the text as these decisions have necessitated. Judging 
from the first volume which has recently appeared the selection of 
cases for this second edition has been made with considerable care. 
In the main, the statements of the points decided are accurate. This 
edition will therefore undoubtedly find a place among many other 
books of a similar character which the busy lawyer purchases. It is a 
book which will have a certain value for him as a time-saving device, 
by occasionally enabling him to obtain quickly a few good authorities 
upon some special question which he needs to answer promptly. 
For the young practitioner, however, who desires to gain a systematic 
knowledge of practice, the work cannot be highly recommended. 
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